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Teacher:  Mrs. Maria Boyle               	Grade: 7
Course:   English Language Arts (ELA)    	Room #: C116
[bookmark: _GoBack]Email:     mboyle@dickinsonisd.org        	Phone #:  281-229-7241
Instructional Goals:  My goals as a language arts teacher are to help my students become better at critical thinking, reflective writing, and analytical reading.  I also would love for my students to enjoy reading and writing!  
Curriculum units: narrative and expository writing assignments, analysis of fiction and non-fiction literature, and poetry analysis and composition
Grades: Percentages are as follows per District requirements:         
	Description
	Academic
	Pre-AP

	Formative Assessment  (daily, homework, classwork)
	55%
	50%

	Summative Assessment (major grades, tests)
	45%
	50%



*There will be weekly reading assignments for homework.  There may be additional assignments/work not completed in class.  Projects will be assigned throughout the year.  Students will have time in Advisory to work, but will also have to work at home.

Late Work Policy: Late work is work not turned in when requested even though there was no absence from class. Students will have up to 3 days after the initial due date to turn in late work. However, full credit will not be given to late work. The following penalties will be applied:
 1 day late = -10
2 days late = -20
3 days late = -30

Make-up Work Policy: Students are expected to make up missed assignments and/or tests after absences. Each student should have all make-up work/tests completed within 2 weeks of returning to school. The student should plan to attend tutorials on Monday or by appointment to ensure that they master the skills covered during his/her absence. The student is responsible for obtaining any and all missed assignments from me and to check with fellow classmates for notes taken during the absence. 

Classroom Expectations
Materials: Notebook, pencil, library book
Rules: Students will respect the classroom and each other and adhere to the social norms set by the class. 
Consequences: Consequences include, but are not limited to lunch detention, after school detention, or in some cases, an office referral. The consequence will depend on the offense. 

Conferences and notification:    You may contact me anytime by phone or email.  
My conference period is from 10:15 to 11:00. I will be happy to meet with you regarding your child and his/her progress. Your child will bring home progress reports at 3 weeks, 6 weeks, and a final report card at each 9 week period.  

Parents and students: please sign below showing that you have reviewed the syllabus for Mrs. Cates’ language arts class and understand the expectations, rules and class procedures.  Once graded, this syllabus will be given back to your student to be kept as a reference.
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       					      _____________________________________    
Student Name (printed)                    	
_____________________________________
Student Signature

_____________________________________
Parent Name

_____________________________________             Parent Signature

					     _____________________________________   
					      Parent’s preferred contact info (email address or cell #)
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Dickinson Independent School District
Excellent Instruction. Every Day. Every Class. Every Child.





